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JOB  xiv,  19. 

THOTJ  DESTKOTE9T  THE  HOPE  OF  NAN. 


This  is  the  language  of  one  who  had  experienced  a 
painful  disappointment  in  his  temporal  hopes.  He 
had  been  blessed  with  affluence  and  surrounded  with 
a  prosperous  and  happy  family.  Providence  had  se- 
renely smiled  upon  the  morning  and  the  meridian  of  his 
days.  He  had  seen  his  worldly  possessions  increas- 
ing and  anticipated  the  means  of  support  and  of  do- 
ing good  while  he  should  be  continued  on  earth.  He 
had  witnessed  with  delight  the  progress  of  his  children 
from  infancy  to  manhood  and  their  attachment  to  him- 
self and  to  each  other;  and  anticipated  the  pleasure 
of  their  society  and  of  their  cares  when  he  should  be 
sinking  under  the  infirmities  of  age.  But  he  was  call- 
ed to  experience  a  sudden  and  painful  reverse  in  his 
circumstances.  He  was  bereft  of  his  property  and  of 
his  children,  and  all  his  pleasing  hopes  of  which  either 
had  been  the  occasion,  were  at  once  prostrate.  But 
in  these  trying  events,  as  became  a  pious  man,  he  re- 


cognized  the  agency  of  God.  He  acknowledged  that 
it  was  the  Lord  who  had  given  and  taken  away.  Ad- 
verting to  the  changes  which  took  place  in  the  objects 
around  him,  he  said,  "Thou  washest  away  the  things 
which  grow  out  of  the  dust  of  the  earth,  and  thou  de- 
stroy est  the  hope  of  man."  The  event  to  which  he 
had  particular  reference  as  destroying  man's  hope, 
was  doubtless  death.  This  is  obvious  from  the  words 
immediately  following  the  text.  "Thou  prevailest  for- 
ever against  him  and  he  passeth;  thou  changest  his 
countenance  and  sendest  him  away."  The  hope 
•which  is  destroyed  by  death,  is  not  that  which  is  pe- 
culiar to  the  christian  character  and  which  an  Apos- 
tle has  justly  represented  as  "an  anchor  to  the  soul." 
It  is  the  hope  which  is  directed  to  temporal  objects, 
and  partakes  of  their  mutability; — the  hope  which  is 
indulged  in  a  greater  or  less  degree  by  all  men.  It 
seems  to  be  a  principle  inseparable  from  our  nature. 
We  are  animated  by  it  in  all  we  do.  We  should 
make  no  effort  in  the  pursuit  of  an  object  without 
some  hope  of  obtaining  it.  "He  that  ploweth  must 
plow  in  hope,  and  he  that  thresheth  is  partaker  of 
his  hope."  Formed  for  activity  here  and  for  an  im- 
mortal existence  hereafter,  our  thoughts  and  feelings 
are  wisely  bent  to  the  future.  Hope  conducts  us 
from  scene  to  scene  and  from  object  to  object,  till 
we  exchange  the  scenes  and  objects  of  time  for  those 
of  eternity.  Then  our  worldly  prospects  and  all  the 
hopes  to  which  they  gave  rise,  are  at  an  end.  But 
it  is  not  merely  when  we  ourselves  are  taken  from 
the  world,  that  our  earthly  hopes  are  destroyed.  The 
scene  of  things  with  which  we  are  connected  is  con- 


stantly  changing, and  disappointment  meets  us  in  almost 
every  path.  It  often  pleases  God  for  wise  purposes 
to  disappoint  our  dearest  hopes  in  the  death  of 'friends 
while  he  continues  us  in  life.  And  viewing  the 
words  of  our  text  in  connection  with  the  solemn  occa- 
sion which  has  called  us  together,  I  am  naturally  led 
in  the  present  discourse  to  show, 

I.  That  some  of  our  dearest  earthly  hopes  are  de- 
stroyed by  the  death  of  near  friends; 

II.  That  it  is  God  who  destroys  these  hopes;   and 

III.  Why  he  destroys  them. 

I.  Some  of  our  dearest  earthly  hopes  are  destroyed 
by  the  death  of  near  friends.  This  is  known  to  many 
by  painful  experience,  and  must  be  sufficiently  obvi- 
ous to  all  from  reflection  and  observation.  We  are 
united  to  our  family  connections  by  endearing  ties* 
Their  interest  is  incorporated  with  ours.  The  scenes 
of  our  temporal  happiness  are  laid  not  in  solitude,  but 
in  their  society.  Our  most  ardent  pursuits  would  lan- 
guish were  it  not  for  the  hope  that  they  are  to  share  ■ 
in  the  satisfaction  of  our  success.  When  separated 
from  them,  though  but  for  a  few  years  or  months,  we 
still  visit  them  in  imagination  and  feel  interested  in 
their  welfare,  and  when  we  meet  them  it  is  with  ex- 
pressions and  feelings  of  delight.  Some  of  our  most 
pleasing  hopes  are  in  reference  to  them.  We  hope 
for  the  continuance  of  their  lives  and  health;  for  their 
prosperity  in  every  laudable  pursuit;  for  their  useful- 
ness and  happiness  in  every  situation.  We  know  that 
they  feel   an   attachment  to   us  which  others  do  not, 


and  that  they  would  treat  us  with  a  tenderness  and 
sympathy  which  could  not  be  expected  from  others; 
and  we  desire  and  hope  that  thev  mav  long  live  to 
bless  us  with  their  society  and  their  friendly  offices. 
Witness  the  hopes  of  a  parent.  Many  of  these  have 
particular  reference  to  his  children.  He  watches 
over  them  in  their  early  years  with  the  tenderest  so- 
licitude, and  indulges  the  most  pleasing  anticipations 
in  respect  to  their  subsequent  lives.  He  hopes  that 
their  lives  may  be  prolonged  beyond  his  own;  that 
they  may  be  blessed  with  health  and  with  the  smiles 
of  Providence,  that  they  may  form  a  character  which 
will  secure  to  them  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
men  and  the  favour  of  God,  and  should  he  be  called 
to  experience  affliction  or  live  to  feel  the  infirmities  of 
age,  he  hopes  to  be  comforted  by  their  presence  and 
their  sympathies  and  their  kind  attentions.  Children 
in  their  turn  indulge  hopes  in  reference  to  their  pa- 
rents. Upon  them  they  are  dependent  in  earlj  life, 
and  in  maturer  years  they  continue  to  cherish  towards 
them  a  filial  attachment,  and  to  feel  a  deep  interest 
in  their  welfare.  Brothers  and  sisters  and  other  near 
relatives  are  concerned  in  each  other's  hopes.  United 
by  the  ties  of  nature  and  affection,  their  interests  are 
in  a  measure  identified;  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  each 
are  shared  by  the  rest;  and  each  regards  the  happi- 
ness of  the  others  as  intimately  connected  with  his  own. 
Who  that  has  lost  a  child  or  a  brother  or  other  n  ar 
relative,  is  not  aware  that  these  relations  lay  a  foun- 
dation for  many  of  our  dearest  hopes?  Who  that  re- 
flects upon  these  relations  and  the  attachments  which 
they  involve  is  not  convinced  of  the  same?  But  all 
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such  hopes  are  of  short  duration.  When  the  ties  in 
which  they  originated  are  severed,  they  are  gone. 
Our  departed  friends  may  indeed  have  formed  the 
character  which  we  desired,  and  thus  some  of  our 
hopes  respecting  them  may  have  been  realized;  but 
death  has  dissolved  their  connection  with  us  and 
the  world,  and  all  the  hopes  which  depended  on  the 
continuance  of  their  lives,  are  destroyed.  But  such 
events  do  not  take  place  by  chance  or  an  unintelligent 
fatality.  Job  in  our  text  ascribed  them  lo  the  hand  of 
God.     I  therefore  proceed, 

II.  To  shew  that  when  our  earthly  hopes  are  de- 
stroyed by  the  death  of  friends,  it  is  God  who  destroys 
them. 

In  the  death  of  every  individual,  God  is  the  prima- 
ry agent.  It  is  a  dictate  of  reason  as  well  as  a  doc- 
trine of  Revelation,  that  the  world  in  which  we  live 
and  all  the  changes  which  take  place  in  it,  are  subject 
to  his  unremitted  controul.  All  things  are  dependent 
on  him.  Nothing  can  move  or  act  without  him.  We 
witness  a  succession  of  causes  and  effects.  Whatever 
befalls  us  may  be  traced  to  some  natural  cause.  Some 
such  cause  occasions  the  sickness  and  death  of  friends 
and  will  eventually  be  the  means  of  removing  our-* 
selves  from  the  world.  But  natural  causes  have  na 
independent  operation.  They  are  destitute  of  intelli- 
gence or  any  inherent  activity.  They  are  but  instru- 
ments with  which  God  operates  in  the  government  of 
events.  He  has  established  their  connection  with 
their  various  effects,   and  he  gives    them  all  their 
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efficacy.     Accordingly  his  government  is  represented 
in  his  word  as  extending  to  all  things.     "  He  worketli 
all  things  after  the  counsel  of  his  own  will."     "  He 
doeth  according  to  his  will  in  the  army  of  heaven  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth."     "Not  a  spar- 
row falls  to  the  ground   without   him."     "In  him  we 
live  and   move  and   have  our   being."     No  language 
could  more  clearly  teach  us  the  universal  agency  of 
God  in  the  government  of  the  world.     The  constant 
changes  which  nature  exhibits  are   but  the  effects  of 
his  operation.     He  is  always  present  with  us  and  al- 
ways working  round  us.     He  gives  us  all  that  we  en- 
joy, and  visits  us  with  all  that  we  suffer.      When  our 
friends  sicken  and  die,  it  is  he  who  destroys  the  springs 
of  health  and  of  life.     Nor  is  this  merely  an  inference 
from  the  universality  of  his  government.     The  inspir- 
ed writers  repeatedly  represent  death  as  the  effect  of 
his  appointment  and  agency.     In  a  question  strongly 
affirmative  Job  says  "Is  there  not   an  appointed  time 
to  man  upon  earth?  Are  not  his  days  like  the  days  of 
an    hireling?"    Again    "Man's   days  are   determined; 
the  number  of  his   months  are  with  thee;  thou  hast 
appointed  his  bounds  that  he  cannot   pass."     Advert- 
ing to  the  agency  of  God  in   the  same  event,  he  says 
"I  know  that   thou  wilt  bring  me  to  death  and  to  the 
house  appointed  for  all   living."     And  in  view  of  the 
death  of  his  children   as  well  as  the  other  calamities 
which  he  experienced,  his  language  was  "The  Lord 
hath  taken  away."     David  in  speaking  of  God's  gov- 
ernment  over   his   creatures,  says  "He    taketh  away 
their  breath  and   they  die  and   return  to  their  dust." 
I  need  not  multiply  quotations  upon  a  point  so  obvious. 
The  passages  to  which  I   have  adverted  are  explicit. 


We  cannot  doubt  that  our  times  are  entirely  in  the 
hands  of  God.  Our  breath  is  every  moment  at  his  dis- 
posal. Our  friends  hold  their  lives  at  his  sovereign 
pleasure;  and  when  our  earthly  hopes  are  destroyed 
by  their  death  it  is  virtually  he  who  destroys  them. 
But  in  this  he  does  not  act  capriciously,  or  without 
designs  worthy  of  himself.  He  is  an  infinitely  wise 
and  holy  Being,  and  he  has  the  best  reasons  for  all  his 
conduct.     Let  us  then, 

III.  Consider  why  he  destroys  our  earthly  hopes  by 
the  death  of  our  near  friends.  This  he  often  does. 
Few  persons  continue  many  years  in  the  world  with- 
out following  to  the  grave  some  beloved  relative.  By 
many,  afflictions  of  this  kind  are  repeatedly  experienc- 
ed. We  cannot  pretend  to  discover  all  the  reasons 
for  such  dispensations.  The  ways  of  God  are  un- 
searchable. Many  events  of  his  providence  are  pe- 
culiarly mysterious.  It  is  often  the  mystery  in  which 
they  are  involved  which  renders  them  what  they  are 
designed  to  be,  trying  to  our  hearts.  We  can  only 
expect  to  understand  them  fully,  when  instead  of  "see- 
ing through  a  glass  darkly"  as  we  now  do,  we  shall 
see  "face  to  face."  But  still  we  may  see  some  prob- 
able reasons  why  God  afflicts  us  in  the  death  of  friends, 
which  it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  contemplate. 
These  reasons  are  discoverable  in  the  purposes  which 
such  afflictions  are  fitted  to  accomplish.  Hence  I  ob- 
serve, 

1.  We  may  well  regard  it  as  one  reason  why  God 
destroys  our  earthly  hopes  in  the  death  of  near  friends, 
2 
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to  impress  on  our  minds  a  conviction  of  his  sovereignty. 
He  is  God,  and  beside  him  there  is  none  else.     He  is 
the  sovereign   proprietor   and  disposer  of  all   things. 
He  has  made  all  things  for  himself,  and  he  has  a  sove- 
reign right  to  do  what  he   will  with  his  own,     We 
are  his  creatures   and   his  property.     All  we  possess 
or  enjoy  is  his  in  a  higher  sense  than  it  is  ours.     He 
has  but  lent  it  to  us,  reserving  to  himself  the  right  to 
take  it  from  us    when   and   how   he   pleases,  without 
consulting  our  wishes.     He  governs  the  world  as  a  sove- 
reign.    He  causes  events  to  take  place  "according  to 
the  counsel  of  his  own  with91     In  the  armies  of  heaven 
as  well   as   among  the  inhabitants   of  the   earth,  his 
sovereignty    is    exercised.      "Whatsoever   the    Lord 
pleased"  says  the  Psalmist  "that  did  he  in  heaven  and 
in  earth,  in  the  seas  and  in  all  deep  places."     His  sove-r 
reignty   though   manifested   in   treating  some  of  his 
creatures   differently  from   others; — in   visiting  some 
with  prosperity  and  others  with  adversity,  is  not  ca- 
pricious and  arbitrary  in  its  operations,  but  is  always 
under  the    influence  of  unerring  wisdom   and  perfect 
goodness.     It  is  therefore  an  amiable  and  glorious  at- 
tribute,  and  it  is  desirable  that  it  should  be  known  and 
realized  by   his  creatures.      We  see  it  exhibited   in 
many  events  of  his  providence,  and  seldom  more  im- 
pressively than  when  he  disappoints  the  hopes  of  some 
in  the  death  of  others.     When  we  follow  to  the  grave 
a  near   friend  in   whom  some  of  our  dearest  hopes 
were  centered,  the   scene  is   fitted  to   impress  on  the 
minds   of  others,   but   especially  upon   our   own,  the 
rightful  sovereignty  of  Him  who  thus  afflicts  us. 


ii 

2.  Another  probable  reason  why  God  disappoints 
our  earthly  hopes  in  the  death  of  friends,  is  to  detach 
our  affections  from  the  world.  This  is  a  purpose 
which  such  afflictions  are  eminently  fitted  to  accom- 
plish, The  world  is  our  residence.  It  affords  us 
many  enjoyments.  It  is  the  scene  of  those  attachments 
and  connections*  from  which  no  inconsiderable  part  of 
our  present  happiness  flows.  Our  friends  are  dear 
to  our  hearts.  We  experience  much  satisfaction  in 
their  society  and  anticipate  much  in  years  to  come; 
and  when  not  only  blessed  in  them,  but  prospered  in 
those  pursuits  which  may  contribute  to  their  comfort 
and  our  own,  we  are  apt  to  forget  that  this  is  not  our 
place  of  rest,  and  to  indulge  an  attachment  to  the 
world  which  stands  in  the  way  of  that  devotedness 
to  God  which  our  duty  and  our  spiritual  interest  re- 
quire. A  painful  disappointment  of  our  temporal 
hopes  is  fitted  to  excite  juster  sentiments  and  feelings. 
It  sets  the  world  in  a  proper  light;  dissipates  its  false 
attractions;  leads  us  to  feel  its  insufficiency  to  render 
us  permanently  happy;  shows  us  how  uncertain  are 
all  our  possessions  and  enjoyments;  how  short  and 
fleeting  even  our  own  life  must  be;  and  bids  us  set  our 
affections  habitually  on  things  above.  Every  such 
dispensation  seems  to  address  us  in  the  monitory  lan- 
guage of  Young, 

"Lean  not  on  earth;  'twill  pierce  thee  to  tlie  heart; 

A  broken  reed  at  best,  but  oft  a  spear, 

On  its  sharp  point,  peace  bleeds  and  hope  expires." 

Could  any  thing  be  better  adapted  to  weali  us  from 
the  world,  to  lead  us  to  live  "  as  strangers  and  pilgrims 
on  the  earth"  and  to  direct  our  hopes  and  pursuits  to 
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"a  better  country  even  an   heavenly;  to  a  city  which 
hath  foundations  whose  builder  and  maker  is  God?" 

3.  God  disappoints  our  earthly  hopes  in  the  remov- 
al of  our  near  friends,  that  we  may  sensibly  feel  our 
dependence  on  him.  We  are  constantly  dependent 
on  him  in  the  most  extensive  sense.  We  are  the 
creatures  of  his  power,  supported  in  life  by  his  hand, 
and  receive  all  our  blessings  from  his  goodness  and 
mercy.  Without  him  it  is  not  in  us  even  "to  direct 
our  steps."  He  is  the  author  of  all  our  prosperity 
and  adversity;  has  our  temporal  and  eternal  interests 
at  his  disposal,  and  is  the  only  being  in  the  universe 
who  can  render  us  happy.  It  is  desirable  and  import- 
ant that  we  realize  this  dependence.  But  while 
events  take  place  not  only  in  a  regular  course,  but  in 
harmony  with  our  general  wishes; — while  our  family 
connections  are  in  health  around  us  and  our  temporal 
hopes  are  bright  and  flattering,  a  conviction  of  our 
dependence  is  too  often  not  sufficiently  felt.  We  are 
prone  to  contemplate  the  blessings  we  enjoy  without 
a  proper  reference  to  their  Author,  and  to  live  and 
act  as  though  we  procured  them  by  a  kind  of  indepen- 
dent exertion.  We  are  too  apt  not  to  realize,  if  we 
do  not  entirely  forget,  that  "we  live  and  move  and 
have  our  being"  in  God.  But  when  some  dear  object 
of  our  affection  is  removed  from  us  by  death,  the 
mind  is  roused  from  its  spiritual  apathy.  God  comes 
near  us  by  a  heavy  stroke,  and  we  are  constrained  to 
acknowledge  his  hand  in  the  afflictive  dispensation,  to 
feel  that  we  hold  all  our  other  earthly  comforts  at  his 
will,  and  to  look  up  to  him  as  the  Being  in  whose  hand 
our  breath  is  and  whose  are  all  our  ways. 
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4.  God  often  destroys  our  temporal  hopes  to  shew 
us  whether  we  can  be  submissive  to  his  will  Sub- 
mission to  his  will  implies  an  acquiescence  in  his  dis- 
pensations from  love  to  his  character.  It  does  not 
suppose  that  we  are  insensible  to  his  chastisements,  or 
that  they  give  us  little  pain;  but  that  we  cheerfully 
acquiesce  in  them  as  the  dispensations  of  a  Being 
who  is  our  rightful  sovereign,  and  who  always  acts 
with  perfect  rectitude  wisdom  and  goodness.  Such 
submission  it  is  our  duty  always  to  feel,  and  such  every 
one  will  feel  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  whose  "heart 
is  right  with  God."  But  in  times  of  uninterrupted  pros- 
perity we  are  liable  not  to  know  whether  we  could 
be  thus  submissive  or  not.  We  may  love  God  not  for 
the  intrinsic  excellence  of  his  character,  but  merely 
for  his  kindness  to  ourselves;  and  did  we  love  him  from 
no  higher  motive,  we  should  murmur  and  repine 
against  him  under  the  frowns  of  his  providence.  Hence 
the  frowns  of  his  providence  are  fitted  to  try  our 
hearts  and  to  show  us  how  we  can  feel  towards  him. 
When  we  find  that  he  is  pleased  to  thwart  our  purposes 
and  disappoint  our  hopes; — when  he  severs  the  strong 
ties  which  bind  us  to  those  we  love  and  lays  the  dear 
objects  of  our  affection  in  the  grave,  our  feelings  to- 
wards him  are  brought  into  lively  exercise.  By  every 
such  affliction  he  seems  to  ask  us  in  impressive  terms 
whether  we  loved  our  friends  more  than  him;  wheth- 
er we  can  submit  to  his  will  with  the  obedient  temper 
of  children,  or  oppose  him  with  the  disposition  of 
enemies?  Such  circumstances  are  peculiarly  favourable 
to  the  decision  of  this  important  question,  and  they 
powerfully  urge  us  to  be  "in  subjection  to  the  Father 
of  our  spirits," 
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h.  it  may  be  another  design  of  God  in  destroying 
our  earthly  hopes,  to  excite  us  to  self-examination  and 
humility.  Without  self-examination  we  are  not  like- 
ly to  be  humble,  and  without  humility  we  cannot  en- 
joy the  prospects  and  consolations  of  a  religious  life* 
But  it  is  the  well  known  tendency  of  prosperit}'-  to 
take  off  our  attention  from  ourselves.  When  long 
continued  it  not  unfrequently  disposes  us  to  neglect 
the  self-denying  duty  of  searching  our  hearts  and  of 
discerning  the  depth  of  our  unworthiness  and  guilt 
It  is  easy  to  see  that  affliction  is  fitted  to  produce  the 
opposite  effect.  As  it  shows  us  the  instability  of  our 
temporal  hopes  and  enjoyments,  it  naturally  disposes 
us  to  more  serious  reflection.  It  prompts  us  to  re- 
view our  past  lives  and  to  contemplate  our  present 
characters,  with  more  than  ordinary  attention  and  scru- 
tiny, and  is  thereby  instrumental  in  giving  us  a  deep- 
er knowledge  of  our  own  hearts.  It  urges  us  to  hum- 
ble ourselves  "under  the  mighty  hand  of  God."  And 
although  the  impenitent  may  be  visited  with  affliction 
in  vain;  it  is  believed  that  christians  seldom  feel  a 
deeper  humility  than  when  it  pleases  God  to  destroy 
their  dearest  earthly  hopes.  From  these  considera- 
tions it  is  obvious  that  God  acts  with  reference  to  the 
spiritual  interests  of  those  whom  he  afflicts.  If  they 
are  impenitent,  his  dispensations  are  fitted  to  awaken 
their  attention  to  the  concerns  of  their  souls,  and  to 
lead  them  to  give  him  their  hearts.  If  they  are  chris* 
tians,  he  would  promote  their  sanctification  and  pre- 
pare them  for  the  "inheritance  of  the  saints  in  light." 
In  reference  to  the  latter  this  is  peculiarly  his  design. 
He  regards  and  treats  them  as  children.     "He  chas- 
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tens  them  for  their  profit  that  they  may  be  partakers 
of  his  holiness."  He  always  leads  them  "by  the  right 
way  that  they  may  go  to  a  city  of  habitation," 

REFLECTIONS. 

1.  In  view  of  what  has  been  said  it  is  obvious  that 
those  hopes  which  are  destroyed  by  the  death  of  our 
friends  ought  not  to  be  ardently  indulged.  We  can- 
not but  be  attached  to  our  friends,  and  our  attach- 
ments must  be  the  source  of  many  pleasing  hopes  re- 
specting them.  Our  connection  with  them  is  such  as 
to  involve  a  kind  of  reciprocal  dependence;  and  this 
lays  a  foundation  for  them  to  share  in  our  hopes  and 
us  in  theirs.  We  naturally  hope  that  our  children 
and  other  family  connections  will  live  many  years, 
enjoy  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  others  and  be  the 
means  of  comfort  and  happiness  to  ourselves.  It  is 
not  our  duty,  nor  indeed  is  it  in  our  power,  to  dismiss 
such  hopes  entirely  from  our  minds  while  there  are 
circumstances  to  encourage  them.  But  the  situation 
in  which  we  are  placed  in  this  world  forbids  us  to  in- 
dulge any  mere  temporal  hopes  with  confidence  and 
ardor.  They  are  of  uncertain  continuance.  "The 
fashion  of  the  world  passeth  away."  Every  thing 
around  us  is  changing;  and  the  most  agreeable  scenes 
and  prospects  are  often  and  unexpectedly  succeeded 
by  those  which  give  us  pain.  Our  nearest  friends  are 
liable  to  be  taken  from  us  when  we  least  exoect  it, 
and  when  they  die,  the  hopes  of  which  they  were 
the  occasion,  die  with  them.  Death  inevitably  awaits 
ourselves  at  no  distant  period,  and  when  that  period 
arrives,  all  our  hopes  which  are  directed  to  objects  of 
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time,  are  at  an  end.  Surely  then  such  hopes  should 
be  connected  in  our  minds  with  an  habitual  conviction 
of  their  instability;  and  cherished  with  moderation  and 
in  subordination  to  higher  principles. 

2.  In  view  of  what  has  been  said  it   appears  that 
those  dispensations  by  which  God  destroys  our  earth- 
ly hopes  are  as  really   expressions  of  his  goodness  as 
events  which  are  more  agreeable  to  our  feelings.    We 
are  apt  to  imagine  that  the  goodness  of  God  is  exhib- 
ited only  in   the   prosperous  and  pleasing  occurrences 
of  life,  and  that   adversity  throws  a  shade   over  this 
amiable  attribute.     But  this  is  erroneous.     The  most 
trying  afflictions  flow  from  the  same  goodness  as  the 
most  valued  mercies.     God  manifests  his  goodness  in 
those   events  whose   tendency  it  is  to   promote   the 
spiritual  interests  and  the  happiness  of  men.     This  is 
the  case  as  we  have  seen  with  afflictions.     These  not 
only  set  before  our  minds  the  divine  sovereignty; — a 
subject  adapted  to  awaken  serious  thought;  but  they 
are  peculiarly  fitted  to  detach  our  affections  from  the 
world,  to  convince  us  of  our  dependence  on  God,  to 
shew  us  whether  we  can  be  submissive  to  his  will,  and 
to  humble  us  in  view  of  our  unworthiness  and  guilt. 
We  may  doubtless   misimprove   the  chastisements  of 
God  and  render  them  the  occasion  of  hardening  our 
hearts;  but  they  are  not  on  this  account  the   less  ex- 
pressive of  benevolence.     Man   in   this  world  is  in  a 
state  of  trial,  and  he  needs  a  discipline  which  is  often 
painful.     Such  a  discipline  is  frequently  the  means  of 
good  to  the  impenitent  and  always  to  the  truly  pious. 
"No  affliction  for  the  present  seemeth  to  be  joyous  but 
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grievous;  nevertheless  afterward  it  yieldeth  the 
peaceable  fruit  of  righteousness  to  them  which  are 
exercised  thereby."  "We  glory  in  tribulation,"  said 
the  Apostle  Paul,  "knowing  that  tribulation  worketh 
patience,  and  patience  experience,  and  experience  hope, 
and  hope  raaketh  not  ashamed,  because  the  love  of 
God  is  shed  abroad  in  our  hearts."  The  instances  are 
rare,  if  any  such  exist,  in  which  the  hearts  and  lives 
of  men  have  been  made  better  by  prosperity;  but 
there  are  numerous  instances  in  which  this  effect  has 
been  produced  by  adversity.  Many  an  individual  can 
appropriate  to  himself  the  language  of  the  Psalmist, 
"It  is  good  for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted." 
God  as  really  expresses  his  goodness  then  in  those 
events  which  destroy  our  temporal  hopes,  as  in  those 
which  give  us  the  greatest  present  satisfaction. 

3.  If  it  is  God  who  destroys  our  temporal  hopes 
and  he  has  good  reasons  for  doing  it,  under  ail  such 
bereavements  there  is  ground  both  for  submission  and 
consolation.  Such  bereavements  are  truly  painful. 
We  are  united  to  our  near  relatives  by  such  strong  at- 
tachments, that  when  they  are  removed  from  us  by 
d£ath,  a  deep  wound  is  inflicted  upon  our  hearts.  To 
witness  the  convulsive  struggle  and  the  expiring  breath 
and  the  lifeless  corpse  of  one  whom  we  had  tenderly 
loved,  and  who  had  been  the  object  of  some  of  our 
dearest  hopes,  is  an  affliction  which  many  have  expe- 
rienced but  which  cannot  be  easily  described.  But 
such  afflictions  spring  not  from  the  dust.  They  are 
from  the  sovereign  hand  of  God,  and    "shall  not  the 
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Judge  of  all  the  earth  do  right?"  How  very  incompe- 
tent are  we  to  determine  what  is  wisest  and  best,  or 
what  is  needful  to  ourselves  or  others.  "Who  know- 
eth  what  is  best  for  man  all  the  days  of  his  vain  life 
which  he  spendeth  as  a  shadow?"  But  God  sees 
events  in  all  their  connections  and  dependencies,  and 
knows  perfectly  what  it  is  fit  and  proper  should  take 
place.  He  is  infinitely  wise  and  good.  When  he  af- 
flicts us  it  is  with  tenderness  and  in  reference  to  the 
best  purposes.  Surely  then  there  is  good  reason  not 
only  for  submission  but  for  consolation. 

And  here  I  am  naturally  led  to  notice  the  mourn- 
ful occasion  which  has  called  us  together.  In  the  in- 
stance of  mortality  before  us,  the  sentiment  of  our 
text  is  exemplified.  Some  of  the  dearest  earthly 
hopes  of  the  surviving  relatives  are  destroyed.  This 
is  especially  the  case  with  the  Parents.  They  are 
called  to  part  with  an  amiable  daughter  who  was  en- 
deared to  their  hearts  by  the  tenderest  filial  attach- 
ment and  by  her  uniformly  kind  and  dutiful  attentions. 
They  have  before  this,  followed  one  after  another  of 
their  children  to  the  grave.  Three  years  have  not  yet 
elapsed  since  they  were  bereft  of  a  promising  son  ui 
whom  many  hopes  were  justly  centered.  This  daugh- 
ter, the  only  one  of  their  children  whose  situation  in 
life  rendered  it  practicable  to  be  with  them,  still  re- 
mained; and  they  might  reasonably  hope  that  she 
would  be  continued  to  alleviate  their  cares  and  to 
comfort  them  by  her  society  in  the  decline  of  their 
years.  But  God  has  seen  fit  to  close  her  valued  life. 
It  is  theirs  to  follow  her  to  the  "house  appointed  for 


19 

all  living."  To  human  view  their  loss  is  irreparable^ 
and  we  can  easily  conceive  that  their  affliction  is  great 
Much  respected  friends,  we  cordially  sympathize  with 
you  in  view  of  this  heavy  bereavement.  But  you 
have  consolations  far  greater  than  any  which  can  re^ 
suit  from  our  sympathies.  In  the  removal  of  your 
beloved  daughter  you  recognise  the  hand  of  that  God 
who  is  as  good  in  taking  away  as  in  bestowing  our 
earthly  comforts;  and  though  some  of  your  dearest 
temporal  hopes  have  been  destroyed,  you  are  aware 
that  he  has  not  changed.  He  is  ever  the  same  ten- 
der faithful  and  almighty  Friend,  and  upon  his  arm 
you  may  lean  with  unlimited  Confidence.  He  is  a  "re- 
fuge and  strength  and  a  very  present  help  in  trouble." 
He  has  encouraged  us  by  his  precious  and  consoling 
promises  to  cast  our  cares  and  burdens  upon  him. 
His  ways  to  human  view  are  often  involved  in  clouds 
and  darkness.  Though  we  may  discover  some  prob- 
able reasons  why  he  afflicts  us,  there  is  much  in  this 
dispensation  which  is  mysterious.  But  the  thought  is 
familiar  to  your  minds,  that  futurity  will  pour  a  light 
upon  this  scene  which  will  render  it  perfectly  intelli- 
gible, and  you  will  see  reason  to  rejoice  in  view  of  Avhat 
now  causes  you  to  mourn.  And  even  now  you  have 
occasion  for  gratitude  as  well  as  for  sorrow;  for  you 
do  not  mourn  as  those  "  who  have  no  hope."  There 
is  reason  to  believe  that  your  departed  daughter  while 
her  mind  retained  its  native  vigor,  complied  with  the 
terms  of  salvation,  and  that  she  has  now  entered  upon 
a  state  of  pure  and  endless  happiness.  May  not  the 
language  of  our  Saviour  then  to  his  sorrowing  disciples 
be  addressed  to  you?  "Let  not  your  hearts  be  trou* 
bled." 
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This  instance  of  mortality  must  be  deeply  affecting 
to  the  surviving  children.     While  the  death  of  a  broth- 
er is  still  fresh  in  their  recollection,  their  grief  is  re- 
newed by  the  removal  of  one  to  whom  they  were  no 
less  strongly  attached.     They  are  called  to  part  with 
a  dear  sister  who   had  been  the   companion  of  their 
childhood  and  youth,  and  with  whom  in  maturer  years, 
they  had  spent  many  a  happy  hour.     The  recollec- 
tion of  "joys  departed  never  to  return,"  throws  an 
additional  sadness  over  the  scene  before  them.     Many 
of  their  pleasing  hopes  both  in  respect  to  themselves 
and  their  parents,  are  destroyed.     But  it   is  hoped 
they  will  acknowledge  the   hand  of  God  in  this  afflic- 
tion and  bow  in  humble   submission   to   his    will.     "I 
was  dumb"  said  the  Psalmist,  "I  opened  not  my  mouth, 
because  thou  didst  it."     You  will  feel,  my  friends,  the 
propriety  of  this  amiable  disposition   on   the  present 
mournful  occasion.     God  has  thus  afflicted  you  for  the 
best  reasons.     Some  of  these  have  been  noticed,  and 
others,  perhaps  far  more  interesting  and  consoling,  re- 
main to  be  disclosed   in   another   world.     Confide  in 
his  wisdom  and  rectitude,  and   he  will   comfort  you. 
You  are  favoured  with  a  source  of  consolation  which  is 
peculiarly  fitted  to  awaken  your  gratitude  to  God,  and 
to  alleviate  your  grief.     Where  is   the  friend  whose 
loss  you  deplore?  Her  lifeless  remains  are  indeed  in  the 
coffin  and  about  to  be  deposited  in  the  silent  grave;  but 
have  you  not  reason  to  believ*e  that  her  soul  is  happy 
in  the  presence  of  her  Saviour?  I  need  not  apologize 
for  adverting  again  to  a  topick  which  I  have  before 
suggested.     It  is  one  on  which  the  mind  delights  to 
dwelt    Your  departed  friend  for  several  months  be- 
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fore  she  left  the  world  had  given  consoling  evidence 
of  piety.  From  the  period  of  her  brother's  death, 
she  was  at  times,  more  than  usually  thoughtful  on  the 
great  concerns  of  religion.  As  the  symptoms  of  her 
decline  became  more  alarming,  her  serious  impres- 
sions were  deepened.  She  viewed  herself  as  a  lost 
sinner,  and  the  sovereignty  of  God  in  having  mercy 
on  whom  he  would,  was  trying  to  her  heart.  But  she 
was  at  length  brought  to  cast  herself  on  that  sovereign- 
ty with  feelings  of  submission,  and  to  look  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  with  humble  confidence  as  an  all-sufficient 
Saviour.  Her  mind  became  tranquil  and  she  was  ena- 
bled to  look  forward  with  composure  and  hope  to 
another  world.  You  witnessed  her  resignation,  and 
the  hope  which  you  carkiot  but  indulge  that  she  has  ex- 
changed the  present  world  for  a  state  of  endless  holi- 
ness and  happiness,  must  greatly  alleviate  your  afflic- 
tion. While  you  are  blessed  with  such  consolation 
under  this  bereavement,  you  will  doubtless  feel  the 
importance  of  giving  it  its  appropriate  influence  on  your 
hearts.  It  can  hardly  fail  of  exciting  a  train  of  very 
serious  reflections.  The  uncertainty  of  life  with  your- 
selves must  rest  with  weight  on  your  minds,  and  urge 
you  to  live  near  to  God  that  you  may  be  habitually 
prepared  to  exchange  the  scenes  of  time  for  the  soci- 
ety and  enjoyments  of  glorified  spirits. 

4.  The  subject  of  this  discourse  in  connection  with 
the  occasion  on  which  we  are  assembled,  solicits  the 
very  serious  attention  of  all  present.  God  destroys  the 
hope  of  man.  Many  of  you,  my  hearers,  have  expe- 
rienced the  truth  of  this  sentiment  in  the  loss  of  near 
friends,  and  all  of  you  have  witnessed  it  in  the  afflic- 
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tions  of  others.  You  see  it  exemplified  in  the  scene 
before  you.  How  ought  it  to  affect  you?  Is  it  suffi- 
cient that  you  contemplate  this  scene  with  some  degree 
of  sensibility  and  are  ready  to  mingle  your  tears  with 
those  of  this  afflicted  family?  Surely  not.  This  in- 
stance of  mortality  should  awaken  your  attention  to 
your  own  spiritual  state  and  prospects.  It  is  an 
event  in  which  God  is  speaking  to  you;  in  which 
he  is  proclaiming  the  instability  of  all  your  temporal 
hopes,  and  calling  on  you  to  secure  that  heavenly  hope 
which  is  "as  an  anchor  to  the  soul"  and  which  death 
cannot  destroy.  And  shall  he  address  you  by  so  sol- 
emn a  dispensation  in  vain?  Is  it  innocent;  is  it  safe; 
is  it  not  criminal  and  dangerous  to  neglect  or  misirn- 
prove  his  admonitions?  How  rapidly  is  time  bearing 
each  one  of  us  to  the  grave!  The  inspired  writers  justly 
compare  human  life  to  an  hand-breadth,  to  a  fading 
flower,  to  a  vapour  which  appeareth  for  a  little  while, 
and  then  vanisheth  away.  And  to  what  scene  is  this 
fleeting  life  preparatory?  To  the  judgment  seat  of 
Christ,  and  to  the  joys  or  sorrows  of  eternity.  Do  not 
the  terms  of  salvation  then  and  all  the  duties  of  the 
christian  life  demand  the  immediate  and  serious  atten- 
tion of  all?  It  deeply  concerns  us  to  receive  instruction 
from  the  providence  as  well  as  from  the  word  of  God. 
By  every  funeral  solemnity  he  warns  us  to  be  "also 
ready."  Happy  will  it  be  for  those  who  are  obedi- 
ent to  the  warning.  When  they  pass  through  the 
valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  they  will  fear  no  evil; 
for  God  will  be  with  them.  But  those  who  neglect 
the  warning  and  live  without  hope  and  without  God 
in  the  world,  can  expect  no  peace  in  death  and  nothing 
but  the  just  reward  of  their  guilt  in  eternity. 
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